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Our Mission Statement 
Soroptimist is a global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with access to the 

education and training they need to achieve economic empowerment. 



 

Program 

 

Welcome 

President Esther Roberts 

 

Inspiration 

Micasha Desilva 

Spoken Word Artist 

 

Violet Richardson Award 

Presented by 

Teri Lynn Sato 

 

Live Your Dreams Award 

Presented By 

Julie Arigo 

 

Closing Remarks 

Lisa Broulik 

 

Soroptimist Pledge 

 



 Soroptimists are concerned with the special challenges facing today’s  

teenage girls. In 2000, the Violet Richardson Award was launched to recognize 

young women ages 14 - 18 for demonstrating leadership by identifying an issue that 

is important to them in their communities and the world and addressing it through 

their volunteer efforts such as: fighting drugs, crime and violence; cleaning up the 

environment; and working to end discrimination and poverty. 

 The program is named after Violet Richardson Ward, the first  

president of the first Soroptimist club in 1921.  Her passion for volunteer 

service, particularly as it affected women and girls, has been a lasting inspiration to 

Soroptimists. 

Kristen Brown 

Current School:  Leeward Community College 

Career Goal:  Environmental Science 

High School: Campbell High School 

Charity: James Campbell High School VOCO  

(Voice of Campbell Ohana) 

Joie Agoo 

High School: Mililani High School 

Career Goal:   

Charity: Mililani YMCA 

       Caring for the homeless 

~2020 Violet Richardson Award Recipients~ 



 Through the award-winning Live Your Dream Awards program,  

Soroptimist—a global volunteer organization—helps disadvantaged head of house-

hold women, by giving them the resources they need to improve their education, 

skills and employment prospects.  Eligible applicants must be enrolled in, or have 

been accepted to a vocational/skills training program or an undergraduate degree 

program and must demonstrate financial need. The program economically  

empowers women by giving them choice and opportunity. Each year, Soroptimist 

awards more than $2 million in education grants. These women face enormous  

obstacles including poverty, domestic and sexual violence, and substance abuse.   

 The program is unique in that Live Your Dream Award recipients may use 

the cash grant to offset any costs associated with their efforts to attain higher  

education—such as books, childcare, tuition and transportation.  

 

When Women Learn 
families live healthier lives 

 

When Girls Go to School 
they are more likely to get paying jobs and their financial contributions to 

their families—and their nations—increase 

 

 

When Girls Have Educated Moms 
they are more likely to be enrolled in school and to reach higher  

levels of education 

 

 

 

When Women are Educated 
their countries are more likely to have greater economic growth 

 



Aloha mai kākou, 

My name is Molly Arthur and I am so thankful to  

Soroptimists and the Living Your Dream Scholarship  

committee for selecting me for this very generous award. 

I am so humbled and overjoyed for the financial support 

that was necessary for me to continue my educational 

goals towards a career as a Licensed Clinical Social 

Worker (LCSW). 

I am a single parent of two amazing  adult college  

students.  My son attends the University of Hawaii and 

my daughter attends the University of Oregon.  They inspire me daily to never give 

up, to set goals and strive to achieve those goals.  So, as the result of this  

inspiration, I too, am a college student attending the University of Hawaii  

West Oahu.  

Hi! My name is Melissa Caballes. I grew up in 

Waianae and currently live in Kahaluu. Life growing 

up was a struggle; we never had any money and even 

ended up homeless. My Mother did her best to keep 

everything together. My Father, who at that time was 

abusing drugs, didn't make life any easier. Every day 

was a challenge. I ended up in a very abusive 

 relationship at an early age and became a Mother at 

16. For many, many years, I felt stuck in a never-

ending cycle, not knowing if I would wake up the 

next day. 

 

Today at 44 years old, I have become confident and choose to follow my 

dreams! I am married to a wonderful man who treats me like a queen; my 5 

children are doing well and happy that I live a good life now. I attend UH 

Manoa and majoring in Social Work. I believe that with my background, I can 

help others as a Social Worker. My passion is working with the Elderly, which 

I currently am a CNA and love working with Alzheimer's and Dementia  

patients. I also work with people who suffer from drug addiction and prisoners 

that are reintegrating into society. Life is Great! 

~2020 Live Your Dream Award Recipients~ 



~2020 Live Your Dream Award Recipients~ 

Aloha my name is Lokelani Cameros. I am currently 

attending the University of Hawaii Manoa campus  

aspiring to get my bachelor’s in Social Work. I was 

born and raised on the island of Oahu. I decided to set 

another goal and obtain my degree in social work. I 

want to give back to the island people that need  

guidance along their way. I plan on working with  

family, children and our kupuna, to be that driving force 

that cares. My short-term goal is to obtain my bachelor's 

degree in social work at the University of Hawaii 

Manoa campus. My long-term goal is to obtain my  

master’s degree in social work at the University of  

Hawaii Manoa campus. I just completed my first  

semester at UHM and it was a success, Straight A’s! I 

am determined to be successful and continue to set an amazing example for 

my children. I want to give a big mahalo to Soroptimist, Live Your Dream 

Award for helping me financially on my journey to make a difference!  

It has been my dream to be an optometrist since I was 

a little girl. It is my calling. When I was twenty years 

old, I was blessed with a beautiful and healthy baby 

girl. As a single mother, I decided to get back on my 

feet and enter school full-time just days shy of her first 

birthday. We lived in San Marcos, California, in a  

run-down neighborhood, where being out of our  

apartment past five in the evening was considered  

dangerous. I had no means of transportation and 

walked to where I needed to be, whether it was school or my daughter's  

daycare. The nearest grocery store was a forty-five minute walk away.  A year 

later, my grandparents reached out to me.  They have provided me a safe and 

fruitful environment in which to raise my daughter and continue pursuing my 

childhood dream of becoming a Doctor of  Optometry here, on Oahu. To them, 

I will forever and always be grateful. There is nothing more that I want, than to 

better our lives. There is beauty in the struggle and I am so appreciative to 

have the opportunity to be a recipient of the Live Your Dream Award.  

Thank you, Jolea Dumlao 



My name is Kanela Kamahalohanuilai. I am a mother 

of six young kids age ranging from twelve to one years 

old. I came a long way from being a teenage mom, 

homeless family, and high school drop out. Although 

there were a lot of challenges in my life I am Resilient 

and Optimistic! I am a senior in the Bachelor School 

of Social Work at UH Manoa, also a full time worker 

at Hawaii Job Corps in Waimanalo as a career  

Transition Specialist. I assist our graduates with  

employment placements. I am also a full time mom of 

my six wonderful kids! 

Aloha! My name is Tehina Letson and I cannot begin to 

express how grateful I am to have been a recipient of the 

Soroptimist Live Your Dream Award. For as long as I 

can remember I have always wanted to work in 

healthcare. As time went on, I most specifically wanted 

to become a registered nurse. Ultimately at 25 years old, 

I have vowed to myself that I will become   

a nurse practitioner. 

 

Going back to college has required me to be resourceful 

and resilient. Because I work overnight and care for the 

elderly adults in my family during the day, these traits 

are more than necessary. Being a recipient of this award 

will alleviate a great amount of financial stress. It will 

also serve as a reminder that there are people out there that believe in me! So let 

this serve as the biggest warmest hug to all of the people involved with the  

selection process and each person that is a part of Soroptimist International of 

Honolulu. Thank you very much!  

~2020 Live Your Dream Award Recipients~ 



Soroptimist Pledge 

 
 
 

I pledge allegiance to Soroptimist 
and to the ideals for which it stands: 

E ho'ohiki kupa'a us ia Soroptimism a I na kupono 
Ma na 'ano apau nana e ku nei: 

 

The Sincerity of Friendship 

Ka Ho'opa'a 'ana o na hoaloha 
 

The Joy of Achievement 

Ka hau'oli'ana o ka ho'oko' ana 
 

The Dignity of Service 

Ka hanohano'an o ka lawelawe ana 
 

The Integrity of Profession 

Ke kupono 'ana of ka 'ohihana 
 

The Love of Country 

Ke aloha o ka 'aina 
 

I will put forth my greatest effort to promote, uphold and  
defend these ideals for a larger fellowship in home, in society, 

in business for country and for God. 

 
E hana au I ka mea 'oi loa e ho'oloa e ho'oholo imua, e kako'o a e pale I keia mau mea 

kupono ma na 'ano a pau no kekahi launa aloha nui ma loko ka home, ka ho'olauna ana, 
na 'oihana like'ole, ka 'Aina, a me ke Akua 



~Special Thanks To~ 

~Violet Richardson Award Judges~ 

 

Augie Tulba 

Local Radio Personality and Comedian 

 

Emily Smith 

Prior  Violet Richardson Award Recipient 

 

Mrs. Dawn Ige 

First Lady 

~Live Your Dream Award Judges~ 

 

Breana Grosz 

General Manager  

International Marketplace 

 

Kathy Inkinen 

Founder/Advisor 

Inkinen & Associates 

 

Nina Horioka 

Director of Development 

Shidler  College of Business 

  

Soroptimist International of Honolulu is proud to award a total of $26,000 to 

our 2020 Violet Richardson and Live Your Dream Award Recipients! 



Soroptimist International of the Americas 
 
 
 
 
 

2020-2022 Biennium Founder Region Board   

 

Governor-Kris Chorbi                                        

Governor Elect-Vicki Ham 

Secretary-Joy Swank 

Treasurer-Tess Albin-Smith  

District V Director - Kristal Koga 

 

2020-2021 Soroptimist International of Honolulu Officers  

  

President  

Esther Roberts 

 

President-Elect 

Lisa Broulik 

 

Vice President 

Patty Van Kuran 

 

Co-Secretaries 

Kim Jones & Patty Van Kuran 

 

Co-Treasurers 

Holly Hayashi & Lisa Ma 

 

2019-2021 Directors 

Michele Masterfano & Julie Takushi 

 

2020-2022 Directors 

Anjelica Barker & Yayoi Tsutakawa-Chin 

 

Immediate Past President 

Teri Lynn Sato 

 

 
Soroptimist International of Honolulu, Club No. 115601 

P.O. Box 3341, Honolulu, HII 96801-3341 


